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James 4:13 says: “Now listen to me, you say ‘Today or
tomorrow we will travel to a certain city, where we will stay a
year and go into business and make a lot of money. You
don't even know what your life will be tomorrow! You are like
a puff of smoke which appears for a moment and then it
disappears.’”

James is saying we talk a lot about tomorrow, but we don't
even know if tomorrow is going to be there. The apostle is
trying to tell us that we are planning so much for the future,
that we forget to live today, that today is a gift that has been
given to us. Today is all we have, and even the next 24
hours are not guaranteed. Let us work with the 24 hours we
have. If | tell you that we are going to make a movie of the
next 24 hours of your life and that the whole world will be
able to view it, what will you do in the 24 hours?

TODAY IS ALL WE HAVE, AND
EVEN THE NEXT 24 HOURS ARE
NOT GUARANTEED.
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spend 5 ma{e minutes on th&@h’i
that will not bring us success or the things that are not
bringing any progress or development or true happiness in
our lives. | often hear someone saying just 5 more minutes
sleeping or playing, but I've never heard somebody saying 5
more minutes for the project. I've heard them saying 5 more
minutes to spend with friends, or 5 more minutes for the
programme on television, but I've never heard them saying
they want to spend 5 more minutes on the cleaning of the
house, or 5 more minutes on something that is
uncomfortable. It's usually the uncomfortable things that are
going to make our lives to be successful and happy.

We need to spend the 24 hours given to us well. | want to
give you a challenge today. Plan and schedule your next 24
hour day as if it is the only day you will have.

WHAT IS TODAY GOING TO LOOK
LIKE FOR YOU IF YOU KNOW THAT
YOU ARE GOING TO BE RECORDED
AND PEOPLE ARE GOING TO
WATCH HOW YOU LIVE YOUR
LIFE?
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dreams for the next 24 hours. What you perhaps can do is to =
write down who you want to be and for the next 24 hours, be
that person. If you say you want to be a pianist and you
don't play that well, then still play the piano today. If you say
you want to be a loving father, then for the next 24 hours be
a loving father. If you say you want to be a singer, then sing
today even if it is in the shower. If you want to be an artist,
then draw today. If you want to have a homey home, then
make your home a homey home today. If you want to have a
clean house, then clean your house today. If you say you
want to be a godly parent, then start today by doing home
worship with your children. Be a little bit of that person today
because today is all you have. Then, at the end of the 24
hours, evaluate how you feel. Evaluate whether you've
accomplished what you've planned to accomplish and then
plan to do the same the next day. (But don't think about
tomorrow today. Tomorrow is yet to come. Live from day to
day for now.)

PLAN AND SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT
24 HOUR DAY AS IF IT IS THE
ONLY DAY YOU WILL HAVE. TRY
IT FOR ONE DAY, FOR THE NEXT
24 HOURS.
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You might feel overwhelmed by the task ahead, but
remember God is available to help you. Each day is a gift
and you need to learn to value the opportunities God has
given you. Today, God has put breath in your lungs. He
woke you up this morning. You wouldn't be alive today if God
did not make your heart beat. An interesting thing world
medical scientists say they cannot discover, is why the heart
beats because there is nothing that keeps it beating. | can
tell you who or what keeps the heart beating. God keeps
your heart beating. Every day when you wake up, God is the
One who makes your heart to beat.

When you realise this day is a gift and that God has left you
with all these opportunities to perfect this day to the best of
your ability, you will live it very differently. Heaven will take
note of the type of day you have lived. The angels are
recording what you are doing.

EACH DAY IS A GIFT AND YOU

NEED TO LEARN TO VALUE THE

OPPORTUNITIES GOD HAS GIVEN
YOU.
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you are behind schedule even more.

There is a saying, ‘Don't give in to the immediate
gratification that is whispering in your ear.” Do not listen to
the little voice that says, “Just relax, you can do that
tomorrow.” Rather lift those weights, sprint that hill, work
that project, get out of bed. Try this for one day only. Stop
thinking about the future and how exhausting it is going to
be. Think only of today. ‘If you die’ or you feel like you miss
out or end up feeling miserable, tackle them, one thing at a
time.

What | mean with ‘if you die’ is that some people sometimes
say: “I'm going to die if | have to do all of this.” You won't
die, but if you think you are going to die, just do it! If you
think you are going to miss out, just do it! If you think you
are going to feel miserable, just do it!

DO NOT LISTEN TO THE LITTLE
VOICE THAT SAYS, “"JUST RELAX,
YOU CAN DO THAT TOMORROW."
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to overcome only one thing at a time. If you overcome the
first difficulty, you'll be stronger to meet the next and with
every effort you will become stronger and stronger.

It is like climbing a mountain. When you stand at the bottom
it may seem impossible to overcome, but then you take the
first step and with one step at a time, you will ascend to the
highest heights on that mountain and finally you will reach
the summit.

| am reminded of a story that pastor Aaron Gordon, a good
friend of mine, told me. He shared his experience of trying to
hike up Table Mountain one day. Table Mountain is an
extremely high mountain in South Africa. It is very steep, not
a gradually inclined mountain. He said as he was trying to
climb this mountain, he felt like he almost died. On his way
up, he passed an elderly couple (in their sixties), climbing
this mountain, and it seemed as if they were not even
breaking a sweat.

YOU NEED TO LEARN THAT THERE ARE
REWARDS IN DOING THE SMALL
THINGS OF LIFE CONSISTENTLY.
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inside you to tackle thmgs and that He will complete it if you
stick with Him. He is the One who is working in us and
through us. Most of us need a kick-start, like a fire lighter, to
get the flame going and then we also need a fuel source to
keep the engines running. The beauty of Christianity is that
we already have both and that is Jesus. Jesus is the fire
lighter that ignites the good work in us and He also is the
One who inspires us through the Holy Spirit to keep on
pushing. He is the little voice that tells us what to do and He
will also come again to complete the work in us.

You are not going to be perfect after you've completed
today, but you will have advanced one step towards that
perfection, towards living the life you have dreamt of. You
need to look to Jesus, then you will overcome.

PHILIPPIANS 1:6 SAYS: "AND SO |
AM SURE THAT GOD, WHO BEGAN
THIS GOOD WORK IN YOU, WILL
CARRY IT ON UNTIL IT IS
FINISHED ON THE DAY OF JESUS
CHRIST.”
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your goal, then do it. When they think of pushing towards -
your goals, they mean money and fame and business
success. But your 24 hours have to be beautiful, not just
focused on work, work, work and money, money, money. As
Christians, we are called to live life holistically, to spend
our time growing in all aspects of life.

Many of us have unfortunately become quasimodos in life.
Have you ever watched the story ‘Hunchback of Notre
Dame’? It is about a man who has a big lump on his back
that is over developed in comparison to the rest of his body.
We have become quasimodos in life because we've
succeeded in one area of life, but neglected all other areas.
When you go to the gym, there is always this one guy in the
gym who has this huge upper body and tiny legs because he
skipped the leg exercise day.

REMEMBER YOU ARE EXPECTED TO
LIVE ONE DAY AT A TIME ONLY.
GOD IS GIVING YOU TODAY ONLY.
TOMORROW IS UNSURE.
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because they are good in one area. You might have said
something like: “Once | get that job and have the money and
that car and that house, then | will have a happy marriage.”
No, you won't!

Just because you have a good income does not mean your
marriage is going to be happy. You will have a good income,
but you will have to work on your marriage in order to have a
happy marriage as well. Your work won't give you that. Do
not listen to those talks that say you've got to give it all to
work on that one dream. What about your family? Is part of
your schedule today something for your family? Is part of
your schedule today about your happiness, about your
friends? Have you incorporated something into your day to
day schedule that speaks to your health? You need to live
life holistically.

WE ARE NOT WORKING ON THE
THINGS THAT ARE UNCOMFORTABLE
AND WE ARE BECOMING
UNBALANCED. WE SHOULD WORK ON
ALL AREAS OF LIFE.




mg ybur next 24,, hours %
e

retlre w+lf\you b
eca s\e ‘'you haVe, money.| You
ou still have a family to share that

: o~much in pursumg ybur dreams
no friends I?ft Wil you-still have y

en time to; eZ&”‘)’I‘aw;‘iiyoy taken t
sure_th tﬁhat you

*5
come mundqne very borlng We jus
living in one area and developln

k, this is Qecause we think we are.
okay to just be mediocre people We actually say that God
just made us to be normal people, an average Joe, and we
are okay with that. God did not make us to be an average
Joe or a normal person. We do not really know our worth and
this is why we do not live our lives as successfully as we
can.

Do you know your value? Christ died for you. You are the
most expensive thing on this earth. You cost more than a
Porsche, more than a Ferrari or some expensive yacht or the
biggest holiday home you can ever think of. Even if you had
to buy this whole earth with money, you would still be more
expensive, because Christ’s life paid for your life. How are
you treating this expensive gift of life? How are you treating
yourself? You deserve better. God deserves better. Most
people don't even know how happy they can feel and how
God has designed them to live successfully.

YOU NEED TO ENSURE THAT WHAT
YOU ARE DOING IN YOUR 24 HOURS
FOR THE NEXT TWENTY, THIRTY OR
FORTY YEARS, IS GOING TO BRING
YOU THAT TRUE HAPPINESS.
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don't buy into these lies.

Maybe we think it is because Peter was created a human 7S,
while we are just a 3.0. Or God made Susan an iPhone while
we are only an Alcatel. Be careful of your thoughts regarding
who you are and what your capabilities are. These thoughts
will sabotage you from living your day, your next 24-hours,
successfully. We are all 7S’s. We are all iPhones. We are
not mediocre in comparison to others. We all have exactly
the same opportunities and capabilities within us.

You may say that it is not true, that you don't have the same
opportunities because that guy has money. It is not about
the money. It is not about the situation. It is about God
giving you strength, about Him giving you muscles and a
very capable brain.

WE ARE ALL GOD'S CHILDREN,

CREATED IN HIS IMAGE. THE ONE

IS NOT A BETTER DESIGN THAN
THE OTHER.
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work not to allow those words to affect me. The way |
overcame this was by constantly looking at Jesus and His
Word and His promises towards me.

| told myself | am not going to believe that person telling me
| am a 3.0 while he is a 7S. | told myself God reassures us
that He doesn't call the equipped, He equips the called. God
says when He gives us one talent, we must go and improve
that talent to become five or six talents. He will then, as the
Master, say to us: “Well done, My good and faithful servant. |
have put you in charge of little but now | will put you in
charge of much because you have been faithful.”

You are called to develop, to grow. You have the potential
and the ability inside you. You are called by God to love
today and to use today to the best of your ability.

GOD HAS GIVEN YOU STRENGTH, YOU
MUSCLES AND A VERY CAPABLE
BRAIN. WHEN YOU PUT THEM TO USE,
EVEN IF IT TAKES LONGER THAN
OTHERS, YOU WILL HAVE THE LIFE
GOD DESIGNED YOU TO HAVE.
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to do the small tasks faithfully and see your life transform.
Life is not about that one success, it is about the sum of all
the small tasks you've done faithfully throughout the various
aspects of life. This is the call on you today. Strive today to
live the life of Christ, to be like Him. As He lived His life in a
balanced way, live that life today. Seek to know the ways of
the Lord.

Let me share a few verses from the Bible that speak about
how people lived their everyday lives.

e Numbers 7:11 speaks of how people would come to
present their gifts before the altar of God every day.

e Nehemiah 11:23: “Each day the different clans of Israel
take turns in leading the temple music as they sang
praises to God.”

e Psalms 19: 1-2: “... the sky reveals God's glory and
actions each day.”

YOU ARE CALLED BY GOD TO
LOVE TODAY AND TO USE TODAY
TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY.
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others stood guard. We have different tasks that lie
ahead of us today. It is not the same for each person.
Some build, some stand guard nearby.

¢ Nehemiah 8:18 says that every day during the festival
they were feasting and they repeated God's law.

e The Bible tells us that every single day Mordecai went
and checked on Esther while she was in the court of the
king. So we need to care for others everyday (Esther

2:11).

e Psalms 88:8 says “... each day | lift my hands up in o
prayer.”

e Jeremiah 21:11 says “... justice should be done every
day.”

e Jesus taught in the temple every day, Matthew 26:55.
e Acts 16:5 says that the church grew stronger in faith
every day.

LIFE IS NOT ABOUT THAT ONE
SUCCESS, IT IS ABOUT THE SUM OF
ALL THE SMALL TASKS YOU'VE DONE

FAITHFULLY THROUGHOUT THE
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF LIFE. THIS IS

THE CALL ON YOU TODAY.
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WE HAVE DIFFERENT TASKS THAT
LIE AHEAD OF US TODAY. IT IS
NOT THE SAME FOR EACH PERSON.
SOME BUILD, SOME STAND GUARD
NEARBY.
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