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CALL ON GOD IN YOUR NEED

In Jeremiah 33:3 God says: “Call unto Me, and I will
answer you, and I will show you great and mighty things,
which you did not know.”

A song we all know very well is the song ‘Turn Your Eyes
upon Jesus’. We often sing the chorus only, but the lyrics
start off by saying:

“O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There is light for a look at the Saviour,
and life more abundant an 1y
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Every evening when the sun sets, my husband and | start
turning on the lights of our home. Every day when the forces
of evil close in on us, we too should put on the lights. We
should call on that Light which illuminates all darkness within
our lives. The way we call upon Him, is in prayer. ‘At the
sound of earnest prayer, Satan's whole host trembles.” Have
you taken time to pray during your emotional darkness?

What exactly does it mean to call on God and to pray? We
will consider six aspects of prayer:
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The Bible tells us that we should not give up when we pray.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:17 we read: “We should pray without
ceasing.” It does not mean that we need to be on our knees
24/7. To pray without ceasing means that our souls should
be in constant connection with God. There is a saying
‘prayer is the breath of your soul.” Have you ever been
without breath? Have you ever held your breath? Normally
we breathe every single moment of our day — that is the type
of connection our souls should have with God.
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Jesus told His request to His father three times over. He
went back and He prayed. He prayed because He was
searching, He was in distress and He kept praying. He
prayed until the disciples fell asleep. | do not know about
you, but | have never prayed to the point of sweating, let
alone sweating blood. Jesus prayed earnestly and He set the
bar for us on how to call upon God when we are in need.

In Job 23:12 Job says: “I have cherished thy word more than
my necessary food.” The Bible (Word of God) represents the
food that you eat daily. Prayer is representedf
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“Don't you realise that | am a very important man and many
people have begged to spend time with me at my table? Now
you are leaving after such a short visit.” John Wesley paused
for a moment and then he gave a simple reply: “I do not
mean to offend you Sir. | feel very honoured for our time
together, but | have an appointment with the King of the
Universe now, and | dare not be tired or late”.

Where does prayer feature in your day? Is it a so by the way,
just in the passing thing, or do you set specific tlmes for
prayer? Do you prioritise prayer, do you prioritise
time with the Light of the world in order to
darkness? Do you pray without ceasir;g?
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It is not always the bad distractions that take your mind from
prayer, but the good things that are important and that you
need to spend time on. Be careful that the good things in life
do not take the place of the best thing which is Jesus. Do not
let the good things take that special time you set aside
during the day to pray.

Thirdly you need to remove distractions, because these
distractions are going to take your mind away from that
earnest prayer you need in order to make it through the
tough times. Jesus did not pray hurriedly and ru ling) off
His prayers as we have a tendency to do. V tle
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One thing we can learn from Islam, is the set times for
prayer. They leave work, they leave everything they are busy
with, to take time for prayer. They prioritise it, they remove
distractions and they go to a quiet place where their minds
and their hearts could truly commune with God.

Do you have a special and a quiet place for prayer? This is
an important question to ask yourself. A place where there
are no people or things that are going to distract you. A
place where you can truly open up your heart to the Lord and
lay your troubles and sorrows before Him? Sometim es b sy
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There is a story about a tribe that lived in the jungle and
used to collect sticks to make a fire. There was a specific
species of monkeys that also lived there. The tribe lit a fire
every evening and went to sleep with the fire still glowing.
The next morning, they would find some of the monkeys
sleeping next to the fire embers that the fire left behind. A
plague broke out in this village which forced the tribe to
leave the village and settle somewhere else. After a few
weeks one of the villagers returned to the original camp
because they left something behind which they needed.
When he arrived at the camp, he found quite a piles of
wood strategically placed throughout the W He
wondered why there were all these piles of woo
village, until he noticed what was happening. The
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Yet, if God had taken the Holy Spirit out of the midst of the
first Christian church community, about 95% of what they
were doing, would have ceased immediately.” We should not
just live and copy and imitate religion, we should really and
truly have God in our hearts to have that fire to pray a
genuine Christian heartfelt prayer. Let us be genuine. Do not
imitate prayers. Do not try to be like those big preachers who
scream and shout when they pray. Just open your heart to
God as you do to a friend and allow the Holy Spirit to come
in and speak to your mind.
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We open up our hearts to Him. With a family prayer we can
also share quite a bit, but not everything, not our private
thoughts. In a public prayer, only that which is necessary
should be shared. In other words, our private prayers can be
a little longer, our family prayers a bit shorter and the public
prayers should be the shortest.

The power of prayer does not lie in the length of the prayer.
Aspect number five on prayer is the fact that the power of
prayer does not lie in the feeling you have whe you pray
either but in the promises of God and in the | of
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The power of prayer lies in the lifting up of the soul to God to
the point where our thoughts and minds are elevated to
heavenly things and the troubles of this world start to fade
away ... when we lift our eyes to the Way-maker and we
claim His promises in prayer and faith. Like the song says —
we should turn our eyes upon Jesus, look full in His
wonderful face and then the things of this earth will start to
grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.

The last point of prayer to consider is that we can take
everything to God, whether big or small, our worst trials
and the smallest things that are bothering and w i
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He lived during 300 B.C. and his reputation today is still that
of the conqueror of the then entire known world. When he
had nothing left to conquer after Asia, it is said, he actually
wept.

Besides being a great conqueror, Alexander was also very
compassionate with people. Every year he would set aside a
day which was called the ‘Day of Compassion’. Apparently
he would randomly select people across his kingdom who
then would come and ask the king a special request. The
king would grant them whatever they want. How ar ng!
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He said to the king: “This man is being unreasonable and
irrational. He is asking for a palace. He says he has many
friends and he wants a big palace with a big banquet hall
and a meal for all his friends and family. | am so sorry, he
insisted, even though | told him it was unreasonable.”

It is said that King Alexander paused for a moment and then,
all of a sudden with a big smile he turned towards the guy
that asked for the palace and he said: “Your request is
granted.”

The spokesperson was obviously shocked beca
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Ephesians 3:20 says: “Now unto Him that is able to do

exceedingly abundantly above all that we can think or
imagine, according to His power that works in us.”

The problem with us is that we claim little when we may
claim so much, for there is no limit to the promises of God.
God is at your disposal. God is there to answer your prayers.
Go to Him, call on the Light in your darkness. Prioritise God
and pray without ceasing, remove all distractions around
you. Believe God's promises. Do not trust your feelings Pray

short. Lay your requests, whether big or small
God of the Universe, and see the %eat and mlg
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