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Because of all these things coming to an end, some people
started being bored at home. They had to find alternative
ways to fill the hours of their days. Personally for me, this
meant cooking better meals, getting up early, sitting and
eating at the table as a family, preaching more sermons and
spending more time in God's Word daily. | even asked
myself, if lockdown becomes part of our world reality for the
future, whether | should not invest in educating myself in a
line of work that is an essential service. If this was to happen
again, | could then still do God's work and not be stuck at
home, helplessly.

What did you think of so far? How did you re-evaluate your
life, or how did your life change? What is this unexpected fire
that we did not ask for, currently burning? Have you had
similar thoughts as mine? Did you change your behaviour
during the lockdown? Did your routine change? Perhaps you
find yourself spending more time in the garden, or reading
the Bible more, or praying more, doing family church and
worship, or doing online evangelism? Did you perhaps start
thinking of how you need, to rather forgive the person you
haven't forgiven yet, because the time of the end might be'at
hand? Have you maybe thought that you should be less
independent and more God dependent? Perhaps your
thoughts have changed to realise that this is the time when
character growth should take place and growth should not be
stunted? Perhaps you have realised that right now is the time
for you to stand up and volunteer to give your life to God — to
live for Him or to die for Him?

All these adjustments we go through, whether mentally or
spiritually or physically, are hard. They may even be
irritating. Let us call these changes the burn. The burn to
purge through fire is a concept the Bible speaks of.

WHAT GOOD CHANGES DID THE
COVID PANDEMIC BRING INTO
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