A sense of inadequacy often informs
the question around "Who am 12"
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WHO ARE YOU REALLY?

Ephesians 1:5: “For God decided to adopt us into His family
by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is
what He wanted to do and it gave Him great pleasure.”

Who exactly am 1? Who exactly are you? Our identity is
something extremely important. The Bible tells us that God
_has in advance, even before we were born, made us His




Satan knows if God's children forget that they are God's
children, they are of very little use to God's cause and to
God's army.

During this time of loss we are going through and with the
changes that are taking place, the carpet has been pulled
from under us. Therefore each of us should more than ever
be sure of who we are. God says He has predestined us to be
His children. Even before we chose Him, He chose us. Even
; re born, God planned that we should be His
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Because of the question ‘who am 1?’ another problem came to
our earth — evolution. The answer given that we come from
monkeys, has left us dumbfounded. | don't know about you,
but that is not a very satisfactory answer for me about who |
am. Books have been written on the topic. Famous sayings
have been written about who we are. We even have
something called a midlife crisis, an identity crisis if you may,
that came about because of the question, ‘who am |?’
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This is exactly what happened to Satan. He wasn't happy and
satisfied with what he had and therefore he went looking for
more. He coveted.

Another author in the field of Psychology, Victor Frankl, wrote
a book, ‘Man’'s Search for Meaning and Reason’. In this book
he wrote that there are basically three premises we as
humans tie our identity to:
1. ‘I am what | do.’ [My occupation or job or abilities.]
: | have.’ [My possessions, my wealth or my

e.’ [My status in society
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A loss of work because we've been retrenched, or possibly a
loss of relationships because of social distancing during the
lockdown, or our bank account has run dry and we are
starting to think of selling some of our property and some of
the things we own in order to survive, in order to put food on
the table. If we have tied our identity to the three premises
and we start losing them, we will soon be left without an
identity and without a purpose in life because our purpose in
life is very tightly tied to our identity.
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He asked her: “Is it true that God said you are not allowed to
eat of any of the trees in the garden?” She answered him:
“No, we can eat of all the trees except this one here. If we do,
we will die.” Then Satan told her: “You will surely not die, but
God knows when you eat of the fruit of this tree, your eyes
will be opened and you will be like God.” He placed another
option before her: “You are just Eve now, but you can be so
much more than just Eve, you can be like God.” And she
desued to be more, she wanted to have a higher position, so
- > fruit and she ate it.
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The group of scientists came to the following conclusion: If
this man who had no prior training in terms of being a Navy
Seal woke up with amnesia and was told that he was a Navy
Seal, he would start acting and living like a Navy Seal,
because that was exactly what this man did when they told
him he was a Navy Seal.

Satan knows this principle. If we truly believe in our hearts
Who We are, if we tie our identity to something worthwhile, we
ordlng to that belief. Satan knows this and he
of God. So he tries to create
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The Bible tells us at the age of roundabout 33, Jesus stood
up in the temple to read from the scroll of Isaiah the prophecy
regarding the Messiah. He also declared to those in the
gathering that the prophecy had been fulfilled in their hearing.
He said to them: “I am the One that this prophecy speaks
about.”

| don't think Jesus had any doubt about who He was, but if
there was any doubt, it was taken care of when He was
¢ he Jordan River at the beginning of His earthly
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1.Satan said: “If you are the Son of God ...” (He wanted
Jesus to doubt His identity), “... demand these stones to
become loaves of bread.” Satan wanted Jesus to proof
His identity in expecting a miracle (turn these stones into
bread), then only Satan would believe the ‘you are what
you do' premise. But Jesus did not give in to the
temptation of ‘you are what you do’. He said: “It is
written, man shall not live by bread alone but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.” By this, Jesus
id: “My identity is in the Word of God.”
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Satan said to Jesus, if You are the king of this earth, if
You own all of these lands, all of these people, then You
are truly God, bringing to light the third premise, namely
‘you are what you have’. But Jesus said to him: “I know
who | am. Go away from Me. You must serve the Lord
your God and bow down and worship Him only.”

Satan tempted Jesus with the three premises: ‘you are what
you do’, ‘you are what people say’, and ‘you are what you
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We started off with a very important verse in Ephesians 1:5
which says: “We've been adopted to be children of the Living
God.” | hope and believe that after today, you will tie your
identity to these verses the way Jesus tied His identity to the
verses where God spoke about Him.

e Colossians 2:9 says that in us lies the fullness of Christ.
The Bible in Basic English translates the verse as: “For in
Him all the wealth of Gods being has a living form.”
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e God is saying when you are the salt of the earth, it is like
adding salt to food. A little bit of salt, when added to food,
makes it taste so much better than what it did before. God
is saying you are the salt of the earth. You are that little
something when added into the earth, you give the earth
flavour. You make the earth tastes good.

e Ephesians 2:10 says we are His workmanship created in
Christ Jesus for good works.

o 2 Cormthlans 5:21: “We are His righteousness.”

7: “We are the power of Christ.”
His friends.
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e And then the last verse, to me the most beautiful, is 2
Corinthians 2:1: “For we are the aroma of Christ to God
amongst those who are being saved and amongst those
who are perishing.”

All these verses are talking about God's opinion of us. God is
telling us in His Word who He created us to be, what our
identity is. We need to start believing it. We need to start
I|V|ng it. If we believe it, if we tie our identity to these verses,
; e transformed. We will live so much differently.
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